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Atter meeting with YORP mediators, auto theft victims...

Offender admits other offenses,
requests mediation with victims

C.S. Lewis says that bealth in one area of relationsbip
(among people, within oneself, and between people and their
Creaior) increases the probability of bealth in the others.

VORP helps move in the direction of bealth in our person-to-
person relationships, which increases the probability of bealth
in other relationships.

This month’s story is written by Jennifer Gamble, a mediator
and volunteer who has donated countless bours belping out in
the VORP office. Kathy Stiick was ber co-mediator. Both
attend College Community Church. Names and a few details
in the story bave been changed to protect identities.

Frank was charged with stealing a minivan. He freely
admitted his guilt to the theft . Frank explained that he and his
friend (a girl) found the van after it had already been stolen and
“stripped.” They took the vehicle, and were caught joy riding in
it severat hours later.

Frank was remorseful for what he had done and said he was
willing to pay his share of the damages, even though he had not
damaged or taken anything from the minivan. Frank agreed to
meet with Rick and Lisa, the van owners, to attempt to make
things as right as he could.

Rick and Lisa were eager to meet with us. In fact, Rlck told us
that he was the one who had suggested VORP to Frank’s
probation officer in the first place.

One day after work, Lisa explained, she went to the parking
lot only to find her minivan missing, with only a bit of broken
glass on the ground where the van had been parked. Lisa had
to find another way home.

Lisa and Rick explained that this incident was the third time
the van had been stolen in the past year. When the van was
recovered, they discovered that the middle seat was missing, a
window was shattered, and the stéering column was broken.
Rick expressed his frustration, not only about bearing the
financial burden of repairing these damages, which were not
covered by insutance, but also about the seat being almost
impossible to replace.

(See Joy-ride,’ page 2)

VORP mediator training
offered in March, June

“Blessed are the Peacemakers” is filled with new meaning
when [ help a conflict turn in a peaceful direction, whether I am
a mediator or one of the parties in the conflict.

VORP training can assist you in developing skills and
strategies to help turn potentiaily destructive confhcts into ones
that become constructive.

The next training events are March 20, 27 & April 3
(Monday evenings, 6:30-9:30 PM); and June 2 & 3 (Friday
evening 6:30-9:30 PM; Saturday 8:30 AM-3:30 PM). To register
ot for additional information, call Trevor, Jesse, ot Laura at
291-1120,




Joy-ride leads teen

(Continued from page 1}

Rick and Lisa were eager to meet Frank and hoped they could
put the offense behind them. We agreed to hold the meeting at
College Community Church, where the VORP office is located.

Difficulties arose in scheduling a joint meeting but we finally
found a date that worked for everyone. After introductions, we
recognized the injustice by having Frank tell what he had done.
. Lisaand Rick also expressed how they had been impacted by
the event.

Frank admitted to Rick and Lisa that what he had done was
wrong, and Frank said he was willing to try to make things as
right as possible, They decided it was most fair for Frank to pay
half of the damages — about $600. Frank said he would geta
job to earn the money for the $30 monthly payments.

We then discussed future intentions. Frank said that what he
had done was “dumb” and that he wouldn’t take something that
didn’t belong to him again.

We discussed that if Frank did not
keep his agreement to make the
payments, Rick and Lisa would be
victimized again. We recognized
together that as payments came in

YORP Relies Entirely

in new direction

The signing of the agreement made a significant impression
on Frank. As we took him home, Frank said he realized that he
had accepted an important responsibility and was glad that this
would help correct his mistake.

Frank was also accused of graffiti vandalism on two private
residences and two businesses. Frank said he had not
vandalized those places, but he pled guilty to the charges partly
to avoid court and partly because he had done graffiti on other
properties..

Frank offered and later showed us the properties that he had
vandalized in the past. Frank told us he is willing meet with the
property owners. That part of the case is still pending.

Thanks Jennifer and Kathy!

[Trevor Siemens talked to Frank in late February, and be
said be still fully intends to fulfill bis agreement. Trevor
Siemens is working with VORP through the Mennonite
Voluntary Service program. He is from the province of
Saskaichewan in Canada. Trevor is very well qualified. Heis
a graduate of Rostern Jurior
College, Swift Current Bible
Instiiute, and the University of
Saskatchewan (1989, BA. —
Sociology). Trevor aiso bas
experience in the field of social

regularly, trust would grow. And we
all agreed to meet again early in the
summer to see how well the trust is
building.

On Your Contrihutions

Finances are one of the critical factors that de-
termine the extent to which VORP will influence
the youth in our community. If VORP could grow
to work with all appropriate cases, the influence
would be greater.

I have no doubt that VORP reduces violence in
our community and makes our community safer
and less stressful. The impact will only be greater
as churches and individuals of the community help
VORP grow.

Your donations train, coordinate and assist vol-
unteer mediators.

PLEASE SEXD YOUR CONTRIBUTION TODAY

work and completed a BSW.
degree in 1993. We are delighied
Trevor is part of our staff.]
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