or our next volunteer trainin .. “As more-volunteers are trained

--and working on cases we are able to accept more-referrals;-1Lasttyear*We,averagedlapprQXimapely
<26 cases per month. . Don Hogner, Fresno County Chief Probation Officer, told Howard. Zehr '
# {in a private meeting to evaluate our program for us) that if we could handle it they would
T like to be sending approximately 50 referrals per month. To do that we need more volunteers.

. Howard Zehr was our guest speaker at our Gathering on March 13. Howard graduated from Morehouse
: College in 1966 - Ba, University of Chicago - MA, and Rutgers University - PhD. Howard

: provided much of the original vision and leadership as VORP was developing in Elkhart, IN

,and as it began to spread to other parts of the US, €anada, and Europe. His experience and

" “vision-have been inspiring to me personally and I wanted to share him with you. For those

: of you who did not make it 'to the Gathering I have transcribed and included parts of his

- presentation and am sending it along with this newsletter. (See "VORP in Prespective")

if?ﬂtﬁNTEERS: On May 13, 1986 an inservice training has been planned for VORP volunteers,
- Please reserve this date. You will be receiving further information in the mail shortly,

- You will also receive copies of the results of the Volunteer Questionaire.

. CONTRIBUTORS: - Without your contributions VORP volunteers wouldn't have the opportunity to.
mediate victim/offender conflicts, There are costs to providing training and support for
volunteers as well as co-ordinating efforts with the court and/or probation. If we are going
to double our case load our costs will also increase. The budget is moderate and the service
is great. Please share the “VORP idea with others and invite them to join you in supporting
the financial needs of VORP. * h SR

Christine Slonetsky, our case manager, has also been doing casework. She interviewed the -
victim in @ case she worked with recently. The victim graciously allowed us to share her
experience with you. The names- have been changed to. protect identities. ‘

" Christine: "Could you describe what happened the night your car was stolen?"

Susan: "It happened right before Christmas so I had been out Christmas shopping, and you
know how you get really excited., I came home and my garage door was open and my car was
gone. The first reaction that I had was that this just didn't happen to me. My car could
not be stolen. I just kind of sunk from. one extreme to the other in emotions. About two
‘and a half hours later I had received a call from one of the offenders' parents. They had
been called by a security guard who had pulled the offenders over for driving without lights."

Christine: "How did you feel about yourself, and the people who had taken your car once you
discovered that your car had been stolen?" - ' :

Susan: "My first reaction was panic, disbelief and confusion. Then it set in that this had
really happened to me. I had a feeling of violation that someone had intruded on my
personal spacé and stolen my property.’ Not knowing the circumstances behind the robbery
made things even worse. Not knowing how much time they may have been checking out the i, 4
house, waiting for me to be gone., Not even knowing if they had been inside the house
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itself,’ The flrSt attltndenl hadﬂtowards the. offendersf~ you kaow,fI cold have kllled ?3 pES

them. If I had come home a few minutes earlier and had seen them driving off in my car‘ :
I would have been very angry,‘and I would have wanted to get_back at them in a- very
- physical way. I would have wanted revenge at that poznt“" e ' -

I

Christine:
. VORP offlce?

Susan: "Sort of relieved that someone was actually g01ng to follow’through»on hi
Working with the police. department ‘I was unable: to;get the 1nformatlon-1. anted
tion regarding the incident itself, the offender;-
shared. Working with the YORP office gave: me- a2’ senge that T was going-to be able’to get:
some questions answered. . The pollce didn't seem concerned about - my. concerns and questlonsf-

VORP obv1ously did." o : R Sr : '

Christine:" "How d1d,you teel after I came out to your house to speak wlth youﬁﬁnf N Wt
i) "What did you thlnk ‘about VORP ‘and the way the program attempted to deal with conflmct°"-‘

e - - s.:‘,‘—'-.
o = TR Lonel ™

Susan: "The First “time you e gut 1. was “still feellng very angry, and yet you stayedsvery . sd.
| calm and objective throughout the interview. That, I think helped. I was able to get‘all o

of my anger out and flnally express_it to someone-whether you.wanted to. hear. it or not.”” ‘nséui
I couldn t complaln to the poliki 1department.; I didn't feel that they had anyacontact w1th#~-
anyone to really kmmwwhattthls had done to me, and how .angry.. I was,; :.-:3$M' o

- ~e - ol

fChristine' 11) Merd” your feellng towards yourself and the otfendens changed at thls p01nt,5

Susan: "Yes, at that point I was probably less angry at the"offenders. Maybe the time had_

e TR el
sort of softened my feellngs towards the offendérs & bit. . The immediate anger had gone. e
with time, There was still a lot of .anger there, but at this point 4t was more, dlrected CrnEus
towarde myself for“hav1ng let 1t nappen,yt 'ftowards the offendera, W ~w;¢ : Theve apo oY

Chrlstlne*‘ "What was ‘your: experlence of the'meet'ng between you and theftwo offenders ©
How did” you FTeel about each of thém and’ about yourself both at the beglnn;ngﬁand at the
end of the meetings? ™ Let's begin Wwith the meetlng with Ken." - O .

T

Goam B

‘Susan: "At the beglnnlng of the meeting, I sort of felt like I.was going to. be Jtough.. T . .
. wanted:Ken. to-know:that:this*had’ effected~me’deeply. T think that I really wanted to at='
least see Ken cry. That sounds cruel. I think I wanted to see some regret, and see that-

he could really feel for what he had done to me. Ken was a really guiet Jperson, He dida't, ___ -
speak up too’much:andyin & way, I ‘at: First found-that Teally frustratlng. fe"wasn 't actlng f o
the:way I was hoplng."However -his FatHer: 'was very uﬁderstandlng, and*that hélped "I did -
_get to-see that Ken was:inotia hatdened cr1m1na1 He was 'USt a, young boy —-probably R
scared to death " Dpom sy O n0T L. Rt ie ' z
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Chrlstlne' '"What was your overall opiirion’of.the meeting?! :

i) 'Were you:able to.. communlcate‘what.you:wanted tos say?”“*-ﬁﬂ”J :

; cndsgn snoizesioe b ooenn wisisd > o

_Suean' "I thlnk so. Malnly what T wanted Ken to understand was that the theft had been a
big deal for me, that it really effected me a lot. I felt that I was, ahle to have hl?\.ﬂ(v SneAT
understand that." s.fuedz ovii Coeent Lo oeany ¢ ‘ ' TUT T

?hristine: "Was the meeting worthwhile and meaningful for you?"

Suzan: "Yes, it was worthwhlle in a lot of ways. I dld get my questions answered about_?a -
the specifics of what had gone on that night. .I did get to see the ‘6fféndér in personﬁand )

see that he wasn't really a bad kid," : . . .

Christine: '"Was the restitution agreement satisfactory?"




Susan: "In the long run, yes. I did not know how cb—operative the second family would be
so I began pushing the first family who was co—operative. The father was very willing to
ry to work:rhimsgs out,. In the;long Tupeyeryching worked routrfineilrizts Lzt AT o,

- S e

S ulE i

ML WL Bosx

T Ke._n?'.".“'?.'=-1_- Sy

JAR T

~ PeRnT g Boo 0.

o

"Do.you think that the meeting was worthwhile fo

e
Christine: ~

Susan: "I think that it was helpfuyl for Ken to see the impact that this sort of crime can
have. _Ih@tjguspgbegausgztheﬁcar-gets<r9turned doesn’téputﬂthingsﬁﬁo”sqﬁarefbne;j That

It does have long term effects," .
Christine;ﬁegwhﬁtfWﬂSGYQHICeXPETiénCé of meeting-With~Cathy?*ﬁH6G;did3Y0d$fe817QDQUt Cathy
andr@hﬂﬂﬁmﬁourselﬁvbothnat;thembeginning and?at.the end of the meeting?": - P )
BOLOLOR RYIW @a3n ra v s R et ralYE T T

Susan: "I think T:was more-relaxed at the seébnd¢m§étihg,-'I%félf*thaﬁﬁéVQIYthing'yas“Hfﬂ“;;if
gELLing taken care of. I was Jjust looking:'forward to everything ‘being -tied up and ‘over” ;;a;
with at this point, I probably did have some preconceived notions about Cathy., My‘ -° ")
impression of Cathy though, again, was that she was really'not3§_cniminal when you, sit

down and talk with .her(::I was' really“relieved to see what she was ‘réally like. . 1;;;ﬁ°7;“
B S T R e T ¥ S N R TR G T A et il et '

Christine: "What was your overall opinion of that meeting? We;e“gguﬁable‘tp,pogmunicate T
what your wantced: to say?" - o . . S EAESaT T T T e e v mlp:
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athy“wgn;ismggthgr;;héh,the”meetlng with Ken..

Susan: "Yeg, Iﬂthoughfﬁthétithb*meetiné“ﬁith”@ 3

I thihk'thatﬁpartbe-thét-ﬁas7jﬁ$t“fﬁét3lrkn§w“what“ﬁp expéct,
- at that point. I guess I just wanted ‘to “get “things fésélvedjﬁ’Yoﬁ"did'hévé"us“ekplain -
Lo each other what the other person was saying, That geeggﬁ,tp,improvgﬁgomggqication; v et

;

and keeép things on a very-calm levef, ' - 3 =

' istingsr i £ elings Hr Hhe eaae Ny 28 cidpdct oz T secee S, Y
Christine:” "Whét“are“ypur'feeilngsjat'thg“pgegentrtqwards‘ypurse;f and: Ken -and Cathy?"

Susan:  "The’anger-is gone, T knoﬁgﬁhﬁi,v_I‘ﬁhiﬁkvﬁhagfthgilogg term impact will be there, . .
. for some time. T will nevefjfdfﬁet:tﬁét‘tﬁig“hés’héppedéd‘fb me. But that is something
.that I,canﬁdeal with.. §erta;nly”then;ris;s,hasugeen,takenwcargaof”thrpugh.VORRiandiqu;h;.J o
_ through'timé?g”l“yijgﬁpfgbgblyLbe less ndive When it comes tocrime happening to everyday. .. .
~ people. “In‘thenﬁécﬁ”ﬁf'my’miﬁﬂ Iﬁfhﬁd@htﬁﬁhgt,c;i@é'haﬁﬁéned to. other peoples now I..- 3, tq
know that it does,™ . T D o
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Christine; - '_,'Wh@,ti;sig.You Ehink”at the present OL JORE as.a'vay.of dealing with conflict Ands - .
crime?" -~ O e i e T e T L SO ae
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S ik Vi lnen oone CemT IR i Padool fedc o Lsad ouL Al g e
beﬁfjfbuothérfﬁigtims of; similar crimes, It seemssgood: for.a, + s oz
"'“”'4””'"_;bffeyger?sﬁI$épelpsg§h@;giq&imibogsee;that“the;offenderSf
) : h” theis feelings. Lf; you understand someone’s circumstances, -t
"have led to the crime, you can see that ir is not so personally directed .- "= -
towards you, Seeing that it is not Personally directed at you helps smooth over some of
those guilt feelings, and feelings of powerlessness. ( Lastly, I think that if moreVBffende?s‘
had the chance to really understand what they«had_dona;instead ofs  just-being puﬁished,tthey o
would maybe think twice before they do something again," '
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. Thank you, Christine,  f&f your great work, Thani you, 'Susan', for sharing. Moomdn poormen
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