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It's one of the most
wonderful times of the year, people are
generally in good spirits (despite the eco-
nomic recession), parties are being
thrown, gifts are exchanged, family and
friends are gathered close, and for some
school is ending for the semester! | have
the privilege of teaching a class at Fresno
Pacific University in which the students
take the VORP training and work on a
case. This semester, as others in the past,
the students really enjoyed the practical
experience they received through their
VORP case. Two students, Noelle Jeschien
and Tamara Gerbrandt worked on a case
where a boy jumped on the hood and roof
of a car while the victim was at a stoplight
and damaged the car. When they met with
the boy and his father, they learned that
the day before this offense, the boy’s fa-
ther had expressed how proud he was of
him since he hadn’t got into any trouble.
The next day he got a call from his son
from juvenile hall asking for a ride home.
Needless to say his father was disap-
pointed and they both agreed to meet with
the victim to try and make things right with
her.

The same day the mediators met
with the victim as both she and the of-
fender lived outside of Fresno. Right after
the meeting with the offender they called
the victim (who lived down the street) and
she said to come by her home. The victim
was very open and eager to meet with the
offender. She thought this was a great
opportunity for her to reach out and help
him be accountable for what he had done.
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Reflections on Reconciliation-Noelle Daoudian

The car which was damaged was her
“dream” car and she had been saving
for it for years. It was only shortly after
she bought it that the offense occurred.
She wanted him to understand the im-
pact his actions have on others as well
as the consequences of his actions.
She mentioned that when her daughter
was younger she got into some trouble
and said that she would have loved it if
her daughter could have gone through
a program like VORP.

The victim and offender came
together the following week for media-
tion. They shared their stories and the
offender apologized for what he had
done. The victim was able to share
how she was upset at what happened
and that she was afraid that he might
come back again. He said he would not
do anything like this again and they
agreed that instead of paying her back
for the damages, she wanted him to
work it off volunteering for a public ser-
vice department like the fire station so
he would learn the value of money.
She also said that if they saw each
other on the street she would like to be
able to say “hi”. The mediators re-
ported that they truly felt that recon-
ciliation had taken place. On reflection
of the case, Noelle wrote: “I have fed
the homeless and cared for the sick,
but it wasn’t as fulfilling as the VORP
mediation.”

Victim Offender Reconciliation Program

of the Central Valley, Inc.
4882 E. Townsend Ave. Fresno, CA 93727
Phone: (559) 455-9803; Fax: (5659) 252-4800

Email: vorp_fresno@fresno.edu; http://vorp.org

This time of year as we cele-
brate the hope of reconciliation with
God through the birth of His son, Jesus
Christ, may we strive to put our faith
into practice and bring reconciliation to
others around us.

May you and your family have
a blessed Christmas.

- Noelle

VORP Mediation Training Dates
January 30-31
February 20-21

March 20-21

All trainings are 2 days:

Friday 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm and
Saturday from 8:30 am to 3:30
pm.

Trainings are held on the campus
of Fresno Pacific University.

Please call (559) 455-9803 to

register or for more information.

Volunteering With VORP

My name is Danielle Bove
and | am a Mennonite volunteer
working with VORP for the year. I've
spent the last three years in St. Paul,
MN. Before that, I lived in Seattle for
nine years, and consider the North-
west my home, though | do love cold,
snowy Midwestern winters. | missed
the West coast; originally | had
planned to volunteer in Seattle, but
their unit was full, so | came to
Fresno. I'd never visited California
and relished the adventure. | volun-
teered with MVS because | wanted
meaningful, Christian work in my life
again. | have certainly found that
with VORP.

VORP and MVS have had a
long relationship; | am just one of the
many volunteers that have been
placed at this worthy organization.
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Before coming to work for VORP I'd
had little knowledge of restorative
justice. As a mediator, it's been an
awesome experience to witness rec-
onciliation between a victim and of-
fender. | also work with the Sustain-
ing Friends program, and | am con-
tinually amazed at the community’s
support for and belief in our organiza-
tion.

Not many people have heard

of Mennonite Voluntary Service or
Mennonites. They are a Protestant
European sect that formed in the
16th century. They take their name
from Menno Simons, one of their
leaders who was martyred in 1561.
Mennonites believe that baptism
should be received as an adult, they
are committed to peace and non-
violence, and see service and com-

munity as pillars of their faith. The
MVS program places volunteers all
over North America and the world. Life
as a volunteer has its challenges. In
exchange for a year of unpaid service,
my roommates and | receive room and
board and a small monthly stipend of
$50. We share a house together,
share chores and eat communal
meals. Satisfying the culinary tastes of
four different people can be tricky at
times and we must practice generosity
with a single shower and one televi-
sion. The community and relationships
we’'re building, however, are worth it. |
am very grateful for the work and living
experience MVS has given me.




Thank you for your year-long support. Please
: remember VORP in your year-end giving. AII
contributions are greatly appreciated as
: without them we would be unable to do the :
: reconciliation work in our community. ;

Merry Christmas & Happy New Yeatr!

VORP Board Members

Arthur Wint Chair
Jose Chaparro Vice-Chair
Magi Fainer-Towne Treasurer
Dave Purvis Secretary
Jason Ekk
VORP Staff
Noelle Daoudian Director
Johnny Phouthachack Agreement Manager
Morgan Crawford Case Manager
Norma Cabrera Bookkeeper

Center for Peacemaking

Ron Claassen Director
Holly McFarlin Administrator
Duane Ruth-Heffelbower VORP Webmaster
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Nativity: A Christmas Poem by John Donne
Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb,
Now leaves His well belov’d imprisonment,
There He hath made Himself to His intent
Weak enough, now into the world to come;
But O, for thee, for Him, hath the inn no room?
Yet lay him in this stall, and from the Orient,
Stars and wise men will travel to prevent
The effect of Herod’s jealous general doom.
Seest thou, my soul, with thy faith’s eyes, how He
Which fills all place, yet none holds Him, doth lie?
Was not His pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pitied by thee?
Kiss Him, and with Him into Egypt go,

With His kind mother, who partakes thy woe.

Wesotych Swiqt Bozego Narodzenia

WE NEED INTERPRETERS!!

If you speak any other language in addition to Eng-
lish, we need your help. We are building a strong
database of interpreters and are in special need of
Hmong, Vietnamese, and Cambodian. Without in-
terpreters, these cases become very difficult to co-
ordinate and mediate. Thank you for your help.

810 dion//:dny
€086-GSt (6G9)
LTLE6 VO ‘ousald

OAY PUSSUMOL J Z88Y

au| ‘A3jep jenua)
3y} Jo weigo.d uolel|1au0ddy 1apuadyQ WHOIA

J/‘




	Volunteering With VORP

	Reflections on Reconciliation-Noelle Daoudian

	  Victim Offender Reconciliation Program of the Central Valley, Inc.



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



