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Administrator's Corner

The first week of July is a time for the celebration of
freedom in both Canada and the United States, and that
makes it a good time to think about what freedom really
is. This morning the sermon at my church was taken
from Micah 4, the well know passage that includes
“they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more;
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under
their own fig trees, and no one shall make them

afraid;” (NRSV)

This description of freedom is found in the Hebrew
word shalom, which is a central understanding of what
restorative justice is about. Living life without want or
fear, as Micah describes it, is a good definition of free-
dom. VORP has been showing the way to freedom for
25 years. One of victims’ central needs is an answer to
the question: “will they be back to hurt me again?” That
fear is one of the big reasons crime victims find healing
so elusive. The only person who can put their mind at
rest is the offender. The criminal justice system has no
way to facilitate that dialogue, and that is where VORP
comes in.

Offenders are also fearful. “What will happen to me?
Will the victim make unreasonable demands for restitu-
tion? How will I be punished?”” Those fears are also put
to rest through victim offender dialogue.

VORP is in the freedom business by helping to restore
shalom to peoples lives.

® Mg The victims both agreed that all they wanted was the assur-
Bill Simon :. .:

mail at our address for a few years, including a
monthly mailing from VORP. I thought that was a
strange name but noticed that it stood for Victim
Offender Reconciliation Program. That sounded
intriguing. Over the years I read a couple articles
about VORP in the Fresno Bee and thought it
would be a good program to get involved in - some
day. Last summer Tony Redfern came to my
church seeking volunteers for the VORP program
so [ said I was 'interested", very non-committal.
Next thing I know, I've signed up for training in
September but had to cancel. So I signed up for a
training session in November but VORP had to
cancel. Finally, this past January I got my training
and received my first case.

Bill Simon is married with four children. He retired last September
after 27 years at PG&E. Since retirement he has kept busy as a
VORP volunteer, President of Peace Fresno, Chair of Greater
Fresno Area Chapter of ACLU of northern California, and spends
(Continued in next column) much less time on yard work than his wife thinks is needed.




A New Family Member for VORP
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\%ﬁ Johnny Phouthachack our Agreement Manager, and his
o’{ wife Alina, have had a little baby boy, Cameron born on

K’\% June 15th! He was 7lbs 140z, a blessing right in time for

father's day.

We welcome baby Cameron into the VORP family and
celebrate with Johnny and his family on their new arrival!

WANT TO CHANGE
THE WORLD?

START WITH ONE
LIFE.

Become a VORP Volunteer
Mediator. Call our office for dates
and locations for training during the
summer.

(559) 455-9803
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$ 88,690.00
Matching Grant
June 2007

|
I My name is Keith Page and I am a senior at California State Uni-

. versity, Fresno. I am originally from the “City of Championships” I
I Inglewood, California former home of the Los Angeles Lakers. I |
am currently attending California State University, Fresno to

study Criminology with an emphasis in Victimology. Also I am of I
I Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated Gamma Xi chapter. My
* career goals are to become a victim service advocate and an attor- I

ney. By achieving these career goals I will be living my childhood
. dream of helping people in the time of need and ensure that every- I
I one is treated equal. I currently work here at VORP as an intern.

By working as an intern at VORP I believe that I am getting the
opportunity to help destroy the hostility that criminal acts bring I
I upon victims and offenders within the community. This program
- by far is one the best ways for offenders to show just how bad they I
I feel about victimizing someone. VORP in my opinion will help ju- |

venile offenders grow into more responsible and productive citi- I

VORP Staff
Duane Ruth-Heffelbower
Johnny Phouthachack
Noelle Daoudian

Administrator
Agreement Manager
Mediation Manager

VORP Board Members
Michael Blue, Chair Arthur Wint
Dave Purvis, Secretary/Treasurer José Chaparro
Ron Blalack
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